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ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 /018W 

151245Z 038387/53 

R 150601Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
SECSTATE WASGDC 2652 

UNCLAS SFOITT .1,2087 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, KS 

SUBJECT: PROMOTION PROGRAM: FOREIGN BUYER PROGRAM 

REF: STATE 45849 

1 . WE HAVE REVIEWED AMEMBASSY SEOUL FOREIGN BUYER PROGRAM TO 
DETERMINE THE IMPACT ON COMMERCIAL OBJECTIVES OF POSSIBLE CURTAIL- 
MENT OF PROGRAM. 

2. EMBASSY'S FOREIGN BUYER PROGRAM IS RELATIVELY NEW AND AS 
ACTIVELY PROMOTED 19 SHOWS IN US SINCE FALL 1926. WE HAVE HAD 
4 GROUPS ATTEND HSOWS AS DIRECT RESULT OF OUR PROMOTION. 

CURTAILMENT OF PROGRAM WOULD RESULT IN THE LOSS OF AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO INCREASE ATTENDANCE BY KOREANS TO MANY U.S. EXPORT PROMOTION 
SHOWS AT A TIME WHEN THE KOREAN IMPORT POLICY MAY OPEN TO INCREASED 
IMPORTS. 

3. FOREIGN BUYER PROGRAM ACTIVITIES SUCH AS THE UPCOMING 
KOREAN PURCHASING MILSION WHICH IS DEPENDING ENTIRELY ON FOREIGN 
BUYER PROGRAM FOR ITINERARY AND ARRANGEMENTS (SEOUL 348) HAVE 
INDICATED OUR WILLINGNESS TO BECOME THE KEY CONTACT POINT FOR 
SUCH MISSIONS. ANY CURTAILMENT WHICH WOULD AFFECT SUCH MISSIONS 
WOULD BE ADVERSE TO OUR COMMERCIAL GOALS, BECAUSE IT WOULD APPEAR 
WE WERE OFFERING SERVICES WHICH WE COULD NOT SUPPORT. IN THE 

LONG RUN IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO REESTABLISH THE FOREIGN BUYER 
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PROGRAM IF, IN ITS INFANCY, WE ABOLISH THE SERVICES WHICH WE ARE 
ADVERTISING. 
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